
Marketing Fails



In Chinese, the Kentucky Fried 
Chicken slogan “finger-lickin’ good” 
came out as “Eat your fingers off”. 



When Gerber, a Nestle owned 
purveyor of baby foods first started 
selling their baby food in Africa, 
they used the same packaging as in 
the USA – with the cute baby on the 
label. Later they found out that in 
Africa companies routinely put 
pictures on the label of what is 
inside the package, since most 
people cannot read.



Scandinavian vacuum manufacturer Electrolux used the following in 
an American campaign: "Nothing sucks like an Electrolux."



When Proctor & Gamble started 
selling Pampers diapers in Japan, 

they were confused why sales were 
so dire. After some careful research, 

they realised that the problem was the 
packaging, which featured an image 

of a stork delivering a baby. The 
reference was completely lost on 
Japenese parents, since the story 

isn’t part of Japenese folklore – 
instead their story goes that giant 
floating peaches deliver babies.







When Pepsi entered the Chinese 
market, the translation of their slogan 
“Pepsi Brings you Back to Life” was a 
little more literal than they intended. In 

Chinese, the slogan meant, 
“Pepsi Brings Your Ancestors 

Back from the Grave.” 



When Clairol, the hair products company, introduced the “Mist Stick” – a curling 
iron – in Germany, they were chagrined to find out that “mist” is a German slang 

for manure. Now who would purchase a “manure stick”.



Resources 
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